




Next Steps 
 
McConnell and Schumer will begin negotiations on the specs of a potentially bipartisan bill.              
McConnell has asked Senators to stay in town, as negotiations are likely to continue through this                
weekend. McConnell hopes to find a bipartisan compromise, but if consensus is not achieved, he               
will need the support of nine Democrats, as 60 votes are required to move legislation through the                 
Senate floor and two Republican members are currently unable to vote due to being              
self-quarantined.  
 
McConnell’s strategy is to send the Senate bill to the House for an up or down vote, limiting the                   
House’s input on this $1 trillion bill-- as House members are currently in recess and becoming                
increasingly leery of returning to DC, particularly after two House members were diagnosed with              
Coronavirus.  
 
However, Speaker Pelosi has been working on specs for her own Supp 3 bill, requesting               
Committee Chairs to put forward ideas to her on what should be included in this package. While                 
the bill will not likely be released until next week, its core components are expected to include: 
 

● Additional Unemployment Insurance assistance;  
● Expanded Medicaid; 
● Additional social safety net assistance for vulnerable populations,
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Impact on FY 21 appropriations process 
 
The extraordinary effort to address the Coronavirus has caused the Appropriations Committee            
leadership and staff to focus nonstop on emergency funding measures, leaving consideration of             
the FY 21 regular appropriations process left for another day, with the need for a Continuing                
Resolution to keep the government open past September 30th a virtual certainty.  
 


